REPLY

Sir,
I am thankful for the response to the review article "Towards Suicide Prevention". My comments on Dr. Lakshmi Vijayakumar's "supplement" are as follows : 1. David Lester's (1997) meta analysis study. I reproduce the summary of Lester's publication: "This article reviews 14 studies examinig whether suicide prevention centres have a preventive effect on suicide rates. Seven studies were identified that provide some support for a preventive effect, one found an increase in the suicide rates, and six failed to find any significant effects (either preventive or facilitative). The studies different methodologies are reviewed, and limitation on the authors' conclusions pointed out. The conclusion of this article is that the evidence provides support for a preventive effect from suicide prevention centres, albeit small and inconsistently found".
This conclusion can hardly be taken as firmly establishing the effectiveness of the crisis centres in bringing down the rates of suicide in the community. 2. Reference Litman (1996), should have been Litman, (1970 & 1996) . Litman has not been quoted' but the inference from the article 1996 has been noted. Litman had called for the proof of the usefulness of crisis intervention centres His observation was that those who pass through the crisis, benefit from the centres while others continue with chronic suicidality. Psychiatric diagnosis is
